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sailed fm st jns 27 nov and arrived here 2§ inst. saw nothing on bur
passage till the 20 inst. about twenty leagues south of alicant a ship dogged
us all night but in the morning she made off. on the 22d (majorca bearing WNW and
port mahon bearing N) in the morning we saw a vessel right to windward making
for us the wind at ENE. at thre PM she got within near gunshot of us
under and english ensign and pendant; but capt jenkins was satisfied she was
a frenchman, and made the necessary prerparations to receivehber. he called
all his people on the quarter deck and informed them she was a french cruizer and
as they had a good ship under them, well prepared with every thing, he was '
determined to see her out, and as they were english seamen, hoped they would
all stand by him and behave as such. to which we all sonsented and we were
immediately ordered to our quarters: by this time she was within gunshot and we
could plainly see she had a number of french soldiers or marines on board
and two men at thie maintopmast head, one with a french pendant ready to ;
hoist, and the other to haul down the english, upon which the captaln ordered the
mate to fire a gun athwart his fore foot; immediately thereon he \
endeavoured to haul down his english ensign and hoisted a french one but it was
some time before he could get it down.

after we engaged, she ranged up under our stern with an intention to bLoard
us on our starboard quarter. We were ready to receive her with our bayonets
fixed, our half pikes mann,ed pole axes and handgrenades, and a grapplin at
our driver boom, in order to hook her, and ran out four guns astern which we
fired into her. she then brought to on our quarter about the distance of our
ships length, and gave us a broadside which we returned without intermission
and so continued for about one glass at that distance, giving us his whole broadside
together and we returning it as fast as we could load and fire; she then
sherrd off to near a musket shot distance and so continued another glass, plying
us with his great guns with fury, we returning the same. After this she got
at almost the distance of a random shot, where she fired several broadsides, but
being at that distance, we did not return it for some time and as she as a clean
ship and had greatly the heels of us, we could not close her again, so we
renewed bar fire, upon which she clapped her helm hard a weather and got at
a good distance, wiiere she lay some time(as we judged) to stop her leaks and
afterwards made the best of her way towards mahon.

She was a large snow of 14 or 16 guns which carried a shot about 10 english

pounds weight, full of swivels and pattiareroes carrying about two pound shot. A
FRENCIDMAN THAT WAS ON BOARD US, declared that he knew the vessel and that she used to
be fitted out Ly the french king and carried two hundred men. we received upward
of twnty shot in our hull:, some between wind and water and some higher up. Our
mainmast and mizzen mast were shot through in several places; seven of the
nain shrouds, both main stayes, six of our mizzen shrouds, backstays, topsail ties
braces, 1lifts, bobstays, crostick yard and studding sail booms were shot away
with several of our foreshrouds and almost every running rope in the ship. 1;ikewise
the ships boats, booms, oars etc. three carriage guns dismounted two swivel guns
broke with their shot, several top timbers andfttitocks shot through and
several corss lLard shot through our sides; one in the gun room(which stove two
puncheons of rum) with other damages too many to enumerate. We had 47 people
on board when we left st jns, one of which was drowned, two men killed and fifteen
much wounded and 14 or 15 slightly more wounded. it was with great difficulty we
secured our two masts to bring us in here. we had a great deal of water between decks
after the engagement, and are afraid we have damaged aour cargo.
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